
Calendar
Continuous: Walking tours of Montford, 
riverside ceMetery, and doWntoWn. 
call 777-1014.
Montford neighborhood AssoCiAtion 
boArd Meeting: third tuesday of each 
Month at 7 P.M. at the Montford coMMunity 
center.
Montford CoMMunity 
Center ACtivities: PaWndeMoniuM chess 
tournaMent hosted by kiWanis club—
saturday, Jan. 5, 2008 
contact kiM kennedy at 253-3714 
Montford MusiC And Arts festivAl: 
saturday, May 17, 2008, 11:00 a.M.—
8:00 P.M 

Volunteer! 
• board Positions  • sPecial events 
contact sharon fahrer at 777-1014.
• Music and arts festival 
contact sharon fahrer at 777-1014.

Website! 
visit Montford's website! 
www.Montford.org 
Join the Montford list serve by clicking on 
the coMMunity foruM tab on the Website. 
contact laura and travis loWe, 
the neW WebMasters, at lauraacastle@
hotMail.coM 

E-Mail! 
get news And notes on Montford! 
send your e-Mail address to 
dcPatterson@yahoo.coM

Get involved in the 
Montford Neighborhood 

Association.
Contact Nathan Boniske at 254-4910 or 

montfordneighborhood@gmail.com.

Live Play Grow

THE NEWSLETTER OF ASHEVILLE'S MOST HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD

Montford
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2007 Montford tour of 
homes—A great Success!

Details Inside on page 2...

Lainey and W. Richard “Bear” Smith with Lynn and Ron Carlson 

at the 1900 Inn on Montford

Martha Sanford and Ben Scales at 12 East Waneta Street 

Pat Buehler and Betsy Reiser with David and Debbi Patterson at the Rankin-Bearden House
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Montford Decks the Halls for 2007 Tour of Homes
Cate Scales, Tour Coordinator

What a wonderful day December the 8th was! Though rain threatened, the clouds held back 
for delightfully warm weather. Montford’s streets were brimming with neighbors, visitors 
from near and far, and returning residents, all taking part in our revived Tour of Homes. 
The homes and inns were beautifully decorated for the holidays, and the homeowners and 
docents graciously greeted more than 225 guests. 

Tour guests were impressed by the variety of homes offered and enjoyed learning about 
our neighborhood and community. They were treated to a very special docent, W. Richard 
Smith, grandson of Richard Sharp Smith, the supervising architect of the Biltmore Estate and 
the designer of the 1900 Inn on Montford and many other notable houses and buildings in 
Asheville. Having recently returned to Western North Carolina, Mr. Smith and his wife Lainey 
were a wonderful presence and very kind to offer to docent. It took a small army of people 
like the Smiths, who volunteered their time, homes, and resources, to make the Tour happen. 

Volunteers were rewarded with an evening of music from Ben Scales, Kevin Scanlon, and 
Woody Pines, plentiful food, and great stories at the home of Michael McDonough and 
Caroline Yongue following the event. Michael and Caroline were gracious to host the “After 
Party” following a full day of showing their home on the Tour. It was a treat to end the day 
with so many Montford friends and neighbors in such a warm setting. 

I am grateful to all people who encouraged me to get the Tour back onto the calendar. 
A wealth of support came from our community, particularly the homeowners, docents, 
sponsors, and Tour staff. Selling the majority of the tickets, the ladies at the Chamber of 
Commerce Gift Shop—Ann Perkins, Phyllis Fiscus, and Mary Ramsey—were a tremendous 
help. The shop is a great place to buy local items. Thanks to Laura and Travis Lowe for 
updating the Tour website in time for ticket sales and to previous Tour Committee members 
for their experience and input that helped me pull it all together. 

Special thanks to the busi-
nesses that supported us: 
Pebbledash LLC, EcoBuilders, 
Griffin Architects, Harmony 
Interiors, Remax Realty 
and Terry Walton, Keller 
Williams and the Puffer 
Team, Sunburst Realty and 
Sid Border, and CS Design. 
Harmony Interiors was a fun 
addition as a stop on the 
tour this year. Thank you, 
Sam and Scott Varn, for 
opening up your doors and giving us all a peek inside. 

Thanks as well to Dana Irwin, Lance Willie, Jason Krekel, and the HANDCRanKed Press for 
the beautiful Tour of Homes posters. We have a few left, and they are available for $20 
each, with the proceeds going to the Montford Neighborhood Association. Each poster is an 
original print and will make beautiful framed art.

In the end, the Tour was more than just fun—it was a financial success, raising nearly 
$5,000 for the Montford Neighborhood Association. Though it was a lot of work, I enjoyed 
every aspect of coordinating the Tour and look forward to next year. If you weren’t able to 
participate this year, mark your calendars to join us next year on Saturday, December 6, for 
the 2008 Tour. It’s sure to be another grand time!

Cate Scales, Tour Coordinator, with Joe Newman, Newsletter Editor

Four-Way Stops Coming to 
West Chestnut-Flint and 
West Chestnut-Cumberland 
Intersections
At the November 20 meeting of the Montford Neighborhood Association, City Traffic Engineer 
Ken Putnam announced that four-way stop signs and flashing red lights will be installed at 
two of Montford’s busiest intersections in January 2008. The association has worked with 
Mr. Putnam for several months to obtain these changes, which have strong support in our 
neighborhood. Please exercise extra caution at the West Chestnut-Flint Street and 
West Chestnut-Cumberland Avenue intersections while we’re getting used to the new 
signs and signals. 

In response to neighborhood requests, traffic engineers are also studying a five-way stop for 
the high-volume intersection of Montford Avenue, Cullowhee Street, and Soco Street, where 
the Montford Convenience Store and other businesses are located. 

Get E-Connected with the 
Neighborhood
To keep up with what’s going on in Montford, sign up to receive news and notes (but no 
spam or junk) by e-mail. The Montford Neighborhood Association is increasingly using e-
mail to keep us posted on association meetings as well as the Tour of Homes, the Montford 
Arts and Music Festival, and other neighborhood events. 

To sign up, just send your name and e-mail address to David Patterson, secretary of the 
MNA, at dcpatterson@yahoo.com 

For several years, Patti Digh has maintained the Montford list serve, an electronic bulletin 
board and forum with a somewhat wider focus on the Asheville community. You can join the 
Montford list serve, which posts MNA notices, at groups.yahoo.com/group/Montford. Quite a 
few neighbors are on both lists. 

What Are Your Ideas for the 
Montford Website?
Webmasters Travis and Laura Lowe have a world of good ideas for enhancing the neighbor-
hood website. They’re interested in your comments and suggestions as well. Visit the website 
at www.montford.org and then send Laura and Travis your thoughts at lauraAcastle@
hotmail.com 

Montford Banners: $25.00 donation 
to the neighborhood. Call 777-1014.



�

Montford December ‘07/January ‘08Volume 12 No. 12

Asheville Police Offer Tips on 
Safety and Security 
Joe Newman

“Be a nosy neighbor. Be aware and get involved.” Asheville Police Chief Bill Hogan and 
seven of his police department colleagues emphasized this message when they met with the 
Montford Neighborhood Association on November 20. At the well-attended meeting—the 
best turnout we’ve had in many months—neighbors heard from each police officer as well 
as from City Traffic Engineer Ken Putnam.

In the wide ranging discussion, the officers provided informa-
tion on the rash of home burglaries and car break-ins in 
Montford since October. The best news of the evening was that 
a man with three prior felony convictions has been arrested 
for breaking and entering a house in Montford. This person 
is a prime suspect in many of the other property crimes that 
have occurred in our neighborhood. According to Chief Hogan, 
the number of home burglaries and car break-ins has sharply 
decreased since the arrest.

Suggestions for Keeping Your Home and Auto Safe
Neighbors who attended the meeting heard a number of suggestions for making their homes 
and automobiles more secure, including: 

 • Don’t leave anything of value inside your parked car. Cameras, cell phones, laptop 
computers, iPods, and GPS devices come immediately to mind, but many of us 
don’t think to remove sunglasses and small change. Persons who are desperate for 
cash—quite often to buy illegal drugs—will break a car window to steal anything of 
value that can be see from the outside. Leaving your car unlocked is not the solution. 
Removing all valuables is. 

 • Recording the serial numbers on electronic equipment and cameras is a good idea, and 
engraving your name and perhaps address on these items is even better because it 
makes the items more difficult to convert to cash.

 • Most break-ins and burglaries are committed by people who know and live or have 
lived in the neighborhood. Be more aware of the people you see regularly on your 
street. 

 • Peak days for burglaries and break-ins are Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday. 
Peak hours are 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. 

 • Montford’s Community Resource Officer, Matt Davis, invites you to contact him to dis-
cuss your concerns about safety and security. See the block elsewhere in this newsletter 
for Matt’s contact information. For emergencies, continue to call 911.

 • A booklet titled Closing the Door on Crime: Tips for Protecting Your Home provides guid-
ance on such matters as making doors and windows more secure, using lighting and 
landscaping to deter burglars, and installing an alarm system. Neighborhood Watch: 
What Residents Can Do about Crime is another useful publication. Chief Hogan suggests 
that Montford consider reactivating its neighborhood watch. Both of these booklets are 
available at no charge from Crime Prevention Officer Allen Dunlap at 259-58�4. 

The Asheville Police Department has other resources to share with interested citizens. A secu-
rity survey of your home is available free of charge. A “Crime Mapper” will soon be featured 
on the department’s website, which you can access through the city’s website: www.ashevil-
lenc.gov The department has developed PowerPoint presentations on gang activity and other 
issues. A Citizens Police Academy that meets once a week for eleven weeks offers in-depth 
training on law enforcement and crime prevention. Officer Allen Dunlap (259-58�4) can 
provide more information on these and other services. 

The MNA extends sincere thanks to all the police officers who attended the meeting: Chief 
Bill Hogan; Lieutenant Jamee Crawford, District Commander of Baker District; Captain Tim 
Splain, Criminal Investigations; Sergeant Michael Garrison, Criminal Investigations; and 
Sergeant Quentin Miller, Supervisor of Baker District; Community Resource Officer Matt Davis; 
Crime Prevention Officer Allen Dunlap; Community Resource Officer Charles Wells.

Meet Matt Davis, Montford’s 
Community Resource Officer 
I want to introduce myself to the members of the Montford community I was unable 
to meet at the recent meeting. I am the Community Resource Officer for the North 
Asheville/Baker district at the Asheville Police Department and will be the direct 
contact for any issues that involve Law Enforcement action. Please feel free to email 
me or call my cell phone with any questions or concerns that arise. I will continue to 
be involved with the monthly meetings and encourage all members of the community 
to continue/begin attending. These meetings are vital for the community to thrive and 
stay connected through both difficult times and times when issues are not as vital. 
Strong community relations will result in effectively keeping the community stable.

Matt Davis 
Asheville Police Department 
Community Resource Officer, North/Baker District 
mdavis2@ashevillenc.gov 
450-8866

Historic Resources Commission
December 12, 2007—Tentative Agenda for Montford 

Asheville City Building 4:00 p.m.
Contact Stacy Merten: 259-5836 www.ashevillenc.gov/business/development_

services/planning_zoning/historic_dist/

Old Business: Public Hearings—Certificates of Appropriateness

65 Starnes Avenue—replace two windows with greenhouse windows. This item was continued 
from the November 14, 2007, meeting.

18 Blake Street—construct shed and retaining walls (after the fact). This item will be continued 
until the January 9, 2008, meeting.

New Business: Public Hearings—Certificates of Appropriateness

172 Cumberland Avenue—construct new rear exit stairs

9 Birch Street—restore original French doors on front of structure 

APD Chief Bill Hogan

To advertise in the newsletter contact Joyce Thornburg at 
(828) 258-2207 or by email at: joyceart@charter.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS—They make the 

newsletter POSSIbLE!

Montford Community Center 
News 
Kim Kennedy, Center Director

The Montford Community Center would like to welcome Aileen Sutton to the staff. Aileen will 
be joining us at the Recreation Leader who will oversee the After-School Adventures Program. 
Aileen has a lot of experience working with children and will certainly bring some new 
adventures to our program. 

There will soon be new security measures in place at the center, one of which will be signing 
in and showing ID at the center for evening programs. Please be sure to bring a picture ID 
when you come for programs and for the monthly neighborhood association meeting. Look 
for more information in the February newsletter. 

Kiwanis Club of Asheville will host the Pawndemonium Chess Tournament on Saturday, 
January 5. 

For more information on the Montford Community Center, contact me at 25�-�714 or mont-
ford@ashevillenc.gov

The Health Adventure News 
Julie Moser, Vice-President of Marketing and Communications

“Home for the holidays” has new meaning for those of us who think of The Health Adventure 
as home. On the eve of our 40th year as a trusted resource for enriching health and science 
education, exhibits and programs, we have much to be thankful for this holiday season.

In September we announced plans to build a home of our own on Broadway Avenue. Once 
complete, The Health Adventure will move to its new permanent home just one mile from 
downtown Asheville and become an attraction known as Momentum Science and Health 
Adventure Park.

The Health Adventure will remain open while we work toward Momentum, and we look 
forward to celebrating important milestones with the community as we expand our mission 
into environmental science. In the meantime, The Health Adventure will continue to care for 
its property on Broadway Avenue through invasive species removal and litter clean-up. The 
Health Adventure is tentatively slated to go before the city’s Technical Review Committee on 
the first Monday in February 2008.

Feel free to contact me at communityaccess@thehealthadventure.org

Montford Neighborhood 
Association News
David Patterson, Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on November 20, 2007, at the Montford 
Community Center on Pearson Drive with a quorum in attendance—Nathan Boniske, presi-
dent, presiding.

Asheville Police Chief Bill Hogan and an impressive number of police officers gave an 
enlightening overview on the recent home burglaries and car break-ins. Discussion included 
the need for community involvement in their efforts. 

District Commander Lt. Jamee Crawford introduced Officer Matt Davis to the group. Matt is 
Montford’s new Community Resource Officer and should be used as a contact point for neigh-
borhood concerns and information. Officer Davis can be reached at mdavis2@ashevillenc.
gov or 450-8866. 

Matt’s counterpart in the eastern half of Baker District (North Asheville) is Officer Charles 
Wells. He can be reached at cwells@ashevillenc.gov or �88-0027 

Maps of reported area crimes were presented to the group and can be reviewed at the next 
regular association meeting on December 18, 2007. 

City Traffic Engineer Ken Putnam explained traffic sign changes that will take place in early 
January 2008 at the intersections of West Chestnut Street with Cumberland Avenue and Flint 
Street. The posted speed limit on West Chestnut between Montford Avenue and Broadway 
is 25 m.p.h. Actual 85th percentile speed is �1 m.p.h. The city is going ahead with plans 
for a six-month trial using four-way stop signs and flashing red lights in all directions. City 
engineers will also be studying and considering stop signs or other traffic control measures at 
the Montford-Cullowhee-Soco intersection. 

The new Montford webmasters, Travis and Laura Lowe, proposed changing web hosting 
services for the website and will present rationale and costs via e-mail to the executive com-
mittee for consideration.

The meeting was adjourned. 
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Resource 
Directory

Advertise in the Resource Directory
The monthly rate is $10.00. Send a brief description (�0 
words or less) and contact information. Sixteen-hundred 

newsletters are distributed monthly and can also be found at 
the library and on the Internet on the Montford website. 

Call 258-2207 for more information. 

Anti-Aging, Rejuvenating, Botanical 
Skin Care
• Don C. Farrow, Jr., Ph.D. • 828-279-7791 don@
wisdomforwellness.com
Botanically based skin care that rejuvenates, reactivates, 
and refreshes your skin. Experience the difference!

Asheville Consultation.Com
Counseling/Psychotherapy/Psychoanalysis—Contact 
Bill Frost, LPC or Anna Frost, LPC
• Montford Office • www.ashevilleconsultation.com 
• Phone: 257-2759
— a place where talking is strong medicine —

Brookside Guides
• 25 Tacoma Place • 285-8721 (local) • 1-877-
298-2568 (toll free) • www.brooksideguides.com 
• brooksideguides@charter.net 
Private fly fishing instruction and guided fly fishing trips for 
beginning-advanced anglers. A great gift for any season!

The Cottage of Compassionate Hands 
Massage Clinic
• 15 Zillicoa St. • Montford • 255-7556
A quiet, special place devoted to health and healing—
Relax, calm & nurture your whole self—Nourish mind and 
body—Warm up with a hot stone massage or spa treat-
ment. FInitial massage appointment $45.00

Licensed Massage and Bodywork 
Therapist
• Pearson Drive • Gail Forsyth (828) 776-1558
• www.massage-asheville.com
Deep tissue, pain management, trigger point, hot stones & 
relaxation massage. $15 discount first session or gift certifi-
cate. ($60 for 90 mins.)

KRT Graphic Design
Ph: 254-3509 • Ross@krtdesign.com • www.
KRTdesign.com
Montford resident does it all—web design, hosting, 
domain registration, print design, logo design and more.

Mountain Paws Pet Sitting and Dog 
Walking
• Matt Coffay • 828 279-1687 • http://www.moun-
tainpawspetsitting.com
Going out of town and need an honest, reliable pet sitter? 
Looking for someone to take your dog for a walk while 
you're at work? Go online or give us a call to check out our 
reasonable rates, or to schedule a free in-home 
consultation.

Quality Affordable Tile Setting
• Mike Hunter • 279-1517 • mhunter93@bell-
south.net • www.bandttile.com
Experienced with tile, slate, marble and mosaics for kitchen, 
bath, floors, porches, fireplaces and more. Free estimates. 
Neighborhood references available.

The Art and Science of Mind, Matter 
and Motion
• Westover Drive • 505-1018 • Carolyn Ricey 
Clapp, PA-C, BFRP
Integrative Manual Therapy: gentle, effective, based on 
osteopathic principles. Also: Holistic Skincare, Massage/Spa 
Treatments, Flower Essences.

To the Penny
• Penni Dunn • 82 Little Rock Rd, Old fort, NC 
28762 • Cell: 828-527-8429 • Fax: 828-668-8125
Complete Bookkeeping Services 

Window Cleaning
• Call Mountain View Cleaning at 271-4991. Free 
Estimates.
We specialize in houses up to three stories. Windows are 
thoroughly cleaned, including screens, tracks and sills. Roof 
gutter and light fixture cleaning is also available.

YWCA of Asheville to Unveil Historical 
Panels
 Amy Worthen, Marketing Director 

As part of the Martin Luther King Day celebrations, the YWCA of Asheville will unveil a series of panels, “A Century of 
Empowerment: The History of the YWCA,” on Sunday, January 20, at 2:00 p.m. at the YWCA, 185 South French Broad 
Avenue. The panels will give an overview of the YWCA’s past 100 years of social justice work in this community. The mission 
of the YWCA is eliminating racism and empowering women. For more information, call 254-7206 x 206. To find out more 
about the YWCA, go to www.ywcaofasheville.org.
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CONCERNEDABOUT
YOUR DRINKING WATER?

We perform several tests with our 
FREE Water Analysis

Purify your life. Call Pinnacle Blue Water
An authorized G.E. Platinum Dealer

828.335.3929

The Fifth Annual

MONTFORD
Music and Arts Festival 

May 17, 2008 
11:00am - 8:00pm

on Historic Montford Avenue Between 
Cullowhee and Waneta St. Asheville, NC 

• Juried Art and Crafts vendors
• Great local music – Blues to Traditional

featuring Buncombe Turnpike
• Dance – Clogging to Tap
• Food and Fun for all ages

All proceeds benefit the 
Montford Neighborhood Association.

Visit our website at www.montford.org

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !

SPONSORS NEEDED!
All levels of sponsorships available: 

from $1,000-5,000
contact Mitch Russell at 828.505.2476 or 

greenuflect@gmail.com

Many volunteer opportunities available: Arts and crafts committee chair 
needed to send out applications and select vendors. 

Contact Sharon at (828) 777-1014.
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Montford Scenes: Skateboarders 
and Snowboarders
In the unusually warm weather we had in early 
December, Montford’s kids took to their skateboards 
instead of their snowboards. Several of the quieter streets 
in our neighborhood came alive with the sights—and the 
sounds—of kids riding boards on top of skates crunching 
pavement. You could close your eyes and think it was sum-
mer again. As this issue of the newsletter went to press, 
the forecast called for a change, a southern version of the cold 
weather our friends in the Midwest and Northeast have been 
facing. When winter finally comes to Montford, get ready for 
the sights and sounds of kids riding boards . . . crunching snow. 

Ma t t r e s s e s • F u t o n s • B u n k B e d s • B e d s

254-5555
996 Patton Avenue
Asheville, NC

Hours: Monday - Friday 10-7 • Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 1-5

GoToA�ordableBedding.com

681-5556
73 Airport Rd.
Arden, NC



8

Montford December ‘07/January ‘08Volume 12 No. 12



9

Montford December ‘07/January ‘08Volume 12 No. 12



10

Montford December ‘07/January ‘08Volume 12 No. 12



11

Montford December ‘07/January ‘08Volume 12 No. 12



12

Montford December ‘07/January ‘08Volume 12 No. 12

MONTFORD is published monthly by the Montford Neighborhood Association for the residents of 
Asheville's first historic neighborhood. The newsletter is distributed by volunteers.  

Staff: Editor: Joe Newman. Design/layout: Ross Terry. Delivery: Gini Crowder-Marshall, Matt Coffay, David Pierard, and many other neighbors.
Assistant Editors: Jim and Roxanne Semon and Wanda Newman. Advertising: Joyce Thornburg 258-2207, joyceart@charter.net. 

Editor Emeritus: Sharon Fahrer. Send articles to Joe Newman: 254-5111, jnewman@usouthal.edu

Paul Dixon
828.254.4832

pdixon77@yahoo.com

CommerCial ■ residential ■ interiors 
exteriors ■ liCensed 

253-6886 191 Charlotte Street  www.allegraasheville.com

Locally Owned
community Minded


